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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

• Define fatherhood in your own words. In what way is God your Father? How would you 
describe your current relationship and what would make it better? 

• Jesus taught the disciples to pray in Matthew 6:5-13 and 7:7-11. He also modeled 

prayer in Luke 6:12; Matthew 14:23; 26:36-44. Why is prayer necessary for all 
believers?  

• Carefully re-read Matthew 7:7-8. Notice how Jesus paired present tense verbs such as 

“ask” with future tense verbs such as “will be given.” What did this pairing teach Jesus’ 
disciples about prayer? How does this impact your prayer life? 

• How did Jesus use “ask,” “seek,” and “knock” in verses 7-8? Were they meant to be 

different prayer actions or characteristics? Or was He using repetition to emphasize one 
single action or characteristic? Or was it a combination of both? How does your answer 
influence the way you pray? 

• What was Jesus’ purpose for using specific examples of requests in verses 9-10? Was 
He teaching the disciples they must always pray in that manner? Or do these examples 
serve another purpose? Explain your answer. 

• What is your definition of a good gift? Read James 1:17. How do you know something 
you receive, material or spiritual, is from God? What can happen to your prayer life 
and your Christian walk when your definition of a good gift is not aligned with God’s? 

• Read Luke 11:13, from the parallel account of Jesus’ teaching. What additional insight 
does this verse give us into the good gifts from God?  

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Meditate on God’s goodness this week. Use a passage such as Exodus 34:6; 1 Chronicles 
16:34; Psalm 23:6; Lamentations 3:22-26. 


